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April 2022 

 

 

Hello and Happy Easter from all the staff at Orchardside 
 

We hope that you enjoy our termly newsletter, which captures some of our many successes 

this term. This term has not only been very busy but also an enjoyable time for both students 

and staff. We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Easter.  

 

Orchardisde Vs Police Football Match  

The fist community event of its kind, Orchardside students played against the North Area Safer 

Schools Officers (SSO’s). We won 7-3!  Thanks to King, our officer, Simon and Daniel for 

organising and well done to all the students for playing a fantastic game! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Trauma Informed School Status 

We are currently working in partnership with the Local Authority and Trauma Informed Schools 

UK to become an accredited ‘Trauma Informed School’. A Trauma Informed School is one that 

can support pupils who may suffer with adversity, trauma or emotional 

difficulties and whose troubled behaviour acts as a barrier to their learning. 

Our decision to become a Trauma Informed School was born out of a 

response to major public health studies that have shown that when pupils 

suffer several painful life experiences, and are left without support, nurture, 

secure attachments or care, there is a very high chance of them going on 

to suffer severe behavioural, social, emotional, and mental health issues as 

well as physical ill-health issues themselves. We are very proud of how we 

support our pupils and families in this way, and we hope to be accredited 

very soon.  We will keep you informed as we move through the process.  
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Horse Riding Enrichment Trip  

During the spring term we celebrated good work with a reward 

trip to Nazing Horse Riding Centre. This was a great experience 

for Key Stage 3 students as they had never been on a horse 

before. The day started with the students being kitted up in 

their horse riding boots. Then they were paired up with their 

horses, which was an experience for staff to watch! The 

students then learnt how to ride their horses, controlling the 

direction and speed.  Many of the students have requested to 

go again since this was a very positive experience. Thank you 

to Dawn who organised 

this event and all the 

staff that supported on 

the day.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Move to iGCSE Maths 

At Orchardside, we understand the importance of education and ensuring our students leave 

with the best possible qualifications and opportunities. We know Covid-19 has had a huge 

impact on learning especially for our current year 11 who were the most impacted. Taking on 

board the anxieties they face having to sit the first set of exams in three years and sitting three 

math papers at that, we have decided that for their maths qualification, all students will now 

sit the iGCSE (International GCSE) qualification. 

This decision was taken to help secure the best for the students, with their involvement in the 

decision-making process. Rest assured, iGCSEs carry the same weight, value and grading 

system as the traditional GCSEs and will not negatively impact college or university education. 

The advantages of the iGCSE over the traditional GCSE is that students will sit two exam papers 

instead of three and both papers will allow the use of a calculator. In addition to this, the 

papers are less word-heavy, meaning they are more accessible for students allowing them to 

focus on the math in the question. 

I would like to encourage our year 11 students to begin revision using the advance information 

topic list they have been given alongside MathsWatch to help them prepare for their math 

exams.  

All students have an individual MathsWatch login using the format as follows: 

Username: j.smith@orchardside (example for John Smith) 

Password: Mathswatch (case sensitive) 

Lastly, as a reminder, math revision sessions take place after school on Fridays from 2.30 to 

3.30pm. Please encourage your child to attend.  
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School Economy 

Students are in their 3rd half term of earning money as part of our virtual economy system. 

Money is earnt by attending school on time and by carrying out ‘jobs’ in their subjects and the 

wider school. Students pay ‘rent’ virtually for their desks and can lose money for poor 

behaviour.  

The aim of the school economy system is to reward attendance and good behaviour whilst 

adding to students’ cultural capital by giving them a chance to practice money 

management, a vital life skill for success. 

We encouraged students to save and budget their income and expenditure and we were 

very excited to reward our top 10 earners for the first half of the term with an afternoon go-

karting at Capital Karts in February. For the second half of this term the top 10 earners will be 

rewarded with a day out paintballing on the 22nd of April. 

 

Home Cooking at Orchardside  

This term the Food Room has been a hive of great activity. Students 

have worked hard preparing exceptional savoury and sweet dishes 

from around the world. Dishes prepared included spicy meatballs, 

and a variety of Bramley apple desserts. Well Done to all students! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Robotics at LegoLand 

Our KS3 students were very excited to attend a maths trip to Legoland on the 30th of March. 

It provided students with the opportunity to practice maths outside of the classroom through 

a fun, hands-on computing workshop, making links with real-world concepts such as 

computing and roller coasters.  Students worked together to complete a series of challenges 

using LEGO® Education SPIKE Prime robots. 

Students created and refined a sequence of instructions using 

the SPIKE Prime App. They transferred sequences of code to 

the SPIKE Prime Electric Vehicle to complete a range of mat-

based challenges by using and developing an understanding 

of angles, estimation, and measurements. By the end of the 

workshop, they understood the need for technology and 

robotics in the Legoland resort and how math concepts are 

used in their design.  
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Drop Everything and Read 

This half-term saw the launch of our whole school 

reading for pleasure programme.  Reading for 

pleasure has many non-literacy benefits and can: 

✓ Increase empathy 

✓ Improve relationships with others 

✓ Reduce the symptoms of depression 

✓ Improve wellbeing throughout life 

 (The Reading Agency 2015).  

Reading for pleasure also has social benefits and 

can make people feel more connected to the wider 

community while increasing a person’s 

understanding of their own identity, giving them an 

insight into the world view of others. 

Most importantly, for you as parents and carers, 

reading increases comprehension and vocabulary 

which will create many lifetime benefits for our pupils 

beyond GCSE. 

At Orchardside we have been reading the 

wonderful novel ‘Piecing Me Together’ by Renee 

Watson during tutor time on a Monday. 

While reding, we have been discussing ideas around identity, marginalisation and solidarity.  

Developing our understanding so that we can have a better world view and so, create 

better relationships. Why don’t you ask your child to share some of the ideas that they have 

been discussing around this text? 

Art  

This term the year 11 GCSE art students have been all working 

hard towards their portfolio submissions, focusing on their 

individual projects from Harry Potter inspired art, to street art and 

skateboard designs, sculpting a clay demon head inspired by 

manga art to name a few. Year 10 have also explored the work 

of Jean Michel Basquiat designing their own artwork inspired by 

the artist.  Key Stage 3 have explored a 

range of media from T-Shirt design and 

making to Lego construction and model 

making based 

on their own 

interests and 

ideas as well 

as working 

towards 

Discover and 

Explore Arts Awards. 
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Key Stage 3 Enrichment Day  

On Thursday 24th March, Key Stage 3 students embarked on their 

South East London adventure. Our journey began aboard the 

Emirates Cable Car to cross the Thames River. After a few nervous 

giggles and reminders to ‘not look down!’, the students were able to 

enjoy the sunshine over the view of the city. At Greenwich Pier, we 

stepped onto the Clipper, and sailed on the calm Thames waters. 

We soaked up the stunning views and enjoyed a few refreshments 

before arriving at the Cutty Sark. The students excitedly explored the 

ancient ship, learning about the teas that travelled from Asia to 

Britain, the conditions that the sailors lived in and even had a go at 

navigating the route the Cutty Sark had travelled. A perfect day out 

in sunny London.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


