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December 2022 

Hello & welcome to our Newsletter, 

Firstly, a continued thank you to all of our parents and carers for their on-going support and co-operation 

over the first term and a special thanks to all of our young people for their continued efforts and drive to do 

well.  It has been a very positive term with many successes and I hope this newsletter goes some way in 

sharing those successes.   

Message for those children/families on free school meals.  You will receive a text message during the 

break on how to access your allocation.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to say farewell to Ms Dawn Bacon from our support team.  Dawn 

has been an exceptional member of staff who will be leaving us for pastures new.  We will miss you and we 

wish you the very best in your new role, they are so lucky to have you .  

Also, an opportunity to congratulate Corinne who gave birth to her daughter last week, congratulations to 

Corinne and her family 

We break up for the Christmas holidays on Thursday 22nd at 12.00 o clock and we return to school on 

Monday 9th January 2023 at the usual time of 8.30 am. 

We wish you and your families a safe and restful festive break, and we look forward to seeing you in 

January 

Best wishes  

Celeste and Team  

 

Orchardside’s part in the World Cup 

We have embraced the World Cup and all the nations by hanging up all the flags of each 

country that is involved. At lunch and break when games are on TV as a group we watch 

the competitions and so far, the world cup has produced some amazing matches. We 

have set up a student sweepstake, so each student has a team.  The students who have 

the teams in the final 1st 2nd and 3rd places will receive a prize.  Many students have a 

great interest in football and the World Cup has helped bring us together. 

 

Morning, Lunch and Breaktime activities 

Room 11 is an exciting place to be at the above times.  It is a hub for 

students to come together to play on PS4 computer games including FIFA, 

N2k and UFC to name a few.  Students also have access to play chess 

and checkers, and this has really produced some great levels of challenge 

between students of all year groups. Seeing the Key Stage 3 (KS3) 

children’s successes over Key Stage 4 (KS4) children in chess is very 

common, and a real boost for our younger children      .  The collaboration and positive relationships are 

amazing to see. This hub is a safe place which allows the students to come together and play with each 

other, improving bonds across the whole school.    Gian (Maths Department) 
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Everybody LOVES a Quiz! 

Well done to our young quizzers this term who have won the Friday quiz.  Every Friday, all students compete 

in our Friday quiz.  All questions are related to topics learnt in the week.  This has been a real success this 

term and students have shown great enthusiasm in recalling information they have learnt throughout the 

week. Well done!     Simon (PE Team) 

Mental Health and Christmas! 

Christmas is fast approaching, and although it is a happy time for those who celebrate the occasion, we at 

Orchardside know that this time can also be very difficult for some of our families. 

It can be a time of year that puts a lot of pressure on families and can affect our mental health in many 

ways:  For example, if you: 

• Feel alone or left out because everyone else seems happy when you are not 
• Wish you did not have to deal with Christmas, or find it stressful because of other events in your 

life 
• Feel frustrated by other people's views of a 'perfect' Christmas, if these feel different to your 

experiences 
• Have ideas about what Christmas should be like, feel as if we need to enjoy it or worry 

something will ruin it 
• Feel like Christmas gives you something to focus on and look forward to, and find it difficult when 

it is over 
 
Here are some tips to look after your wellbeing over the festive period: 
 

• Spend some time outdoors if things are too hectic inside the house 

• Listen to some music 

• Watch a movie 

• Take a hot shower or bath to relieve stress 

Our young people may also struggle over the holiday period, and you may not know how to talk to them, 

here are some tips from Kooth.com:  

Have a Merry Christmas, see you in January.    Deborah (School Therapist) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cloud.brandmaster.com/shared/assets/9711206c67008fa6f009
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At Orchardside, the RSHE curriculum, focussed on the following themes: 

• Unlawful discrimination  

• Respect and tolerance  

• Stereotyping and bullying 

• Online risks  

• Screen time and the impact  

• Data generation and usage 

• Sharing and removing material online 

• Positive mental health into adulthood 

• Risks of gambling - resilience towards gambling-problems 

• Understand what targeted advertising is 

• Social media-influencer endorsement work 

• Risks of online financial lending 

Also, we have covered some needs-based topics such as the following: 

• LGBTQ 

• Illegal substances  

• Sexual health  

• Fireworks – staying safe and the law  

• Anti-bully week 

Workshops theme this term 

AMANI EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME is a conversation starter and explores themes that some young 

people unfortunately are far too familiar with.  We provide a safe, interactive environment for young people 

to positively explore themes using discussion and self-reflection exercises. 

In 2019 we produced a powerful short film called ‘AMANI‘ about the true inner reflections of our founder 

Amani who was stabbed 7 times after intervening in a robbery. The film stars actor Joivan Wade (Shiro’s 

Story, The First Purge and DC’s Doom Patrol) along with an amazing support cast including Leroy Logan 

MBE and Chris Preddie OBE.    Esma (RSHE co-ordinator)  

Photos of Art and Bikes 

This term we are continuing to work with Bikes for Good Causes charity and recycle old bikes with Leroy 

and Bromlin who come into Orchardside every fortnight. 

Art is always busy with GCSE coursework ranging from Tattoo Art to 

Greek Gods and Black Lives Matter themes, as well as Scooter art and 

exploring identity.  In KS3 pupils have made island models and a winter-

wonderland and we have been trying out different types of printing 

including lino and screen prints. 

 

Photos of body art, scooter stencil, bike project, winter-wonderland, 

island design and printing. 

Emma (Head of Art) 
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The students on the Turnaround Project enjoyed an 

afternoon at the cinema to reward them for the progress they 

have been making over the last six weeks.  

They got into the holiday spirt by decorating and adorning 

the Christmas tree at the cinema. 

Hind (Turnaround Lead)  

English  

This term has been a very busy and exciting term for English.  With our first GCSE grades since the 

pandemic, we have worked with our pupils to create a positive and robust curriculum that improves their 

chances of success at GCSE by introducing a coursework element.  So far, we have seen better engagement 

and an improvement in skills and abilities.  Next half-term will be even more exciting with the opening of our 

very own library as well as some exciting partnerships with authors and visits.  More details will be sent out 

to you in the new year.     Coshia (English) 

The Turnaround Project – Cohort 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamie’s Farm November 2022  

Again, we celebrate those students and staff who visited the Farm this term.  A wonderful week was had by 

all.  The students were exemplary, and the farm staff complimented the school and staff who attended on 

how well they did. We continue to work with Jamie’s Farm who provide our students with a reflective and 

therapeutic escape from their busy lives. Thanks to staff who gave of their personal time to go, Daniel, Havva, 

Nizam and Kate.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

It has been wonderful watching the latest 

Turnaround Project students participating effectively 

and confidently in a range of new activities with 

enthusiasm and flare!   
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Teaching and Learning 

This half term has had a big focus on consolidating Strand 3 of Rosenshine 

Principles ‘Reviewing material’ which is a teaching strategy in the 

classroom.  Work has been done on retrieval practice including the identification 

of various strategies to support students trying to recall more knowledge over 

longer periods of time.   

The Literacy strategy runs parallel with the principles we look at for Teaching 

and Learning and compliments the work we do in order that our students are 

better able to access the work we set for them.  We continue to develop strategies that will enhance our 

students lives so that they have every opportunity to succeed in every subject.  More recently, our work 

focussed on the use of the visualiser in the classroom.  This was well received by all and more work on this 

will continue in the new year.    Caroline (Deputy Head) 

 

Performing Arts 

Key Stage 3 students studied basic Drama skills. This included a Halloween 

Project focused on design and characterisation. The pupils enjoyed the chance to 

create these scary characters. 

Key Stage 4 students have made good progress toward their Bronze and Silver 

Arts Award. Some focusing on music production, others on design. 

Kate (Performing Arts Teacher) 

 

 

 

 

The specialist DfE Taskforce @ Orchardside  

Taskforce continues to be a transformative success for the school and our families. The team have worked 

tirelessly this year to ensure the best outcomes for our young people.  Our multiagency team of 

professionals like our Speech and Language Therapist, Social Worker, Specialist Mentors and Educational 

Psychologist, have coordinated a lot of support both within the school and outside of the school so that our 

families and our learners can have the best outcomes possible.   Niki (Assistant Headteacher)  

 

Free School Meal Information  

Message for those children/families on free school meals, you will receive a text message during the 

break on how to access your allocation. Any questions please contact the school office for help. 
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