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Dear Parents and Carers 

As you know we are in uncharted waters dealing with the coronavirus outbreak.   I 

know that this is very upsetting particularly if we have family members who fall into the 

higher risk category. The Government announced last week that the UK has moved 

to the ‘delay’ phase of its plan to tackle the outbreak.  I am in regular contact with 

the Governing Body and the Local Authority at this stage. 

I am writing to you to inform you of the measures we are taking at Orchardside in 

response to Government Guidance and what contingencies we have in place in the 

eventuality of a school closure.  

- To ensure we have a clean building I employed a specialist clean earlier last 

week, it took place overnight and was a chemical clean to reduce the risk of 

infection transmission. 

- We are working on the advice from the UK’s Chief Medical Adviser, and 

advising anyone who develops a new and persistent cough or fever, should 

self-isolate for a period of 7 days.  This guidance is for staff and students. 

- We encourage parents to keep in contact with us regarding their child’s 

attendance, needless to say we are being more flexible during these 

exceptional times. 

- We encourage students to bring their own hand sanitiser, we have stocks of 

paper towels and bins in the toilet areas, and we are encouraging staff and 

students to wash their hands more regularly and thoroughly. 

We are fully open at the moment as of Monday 16th March. 

Contingencies  

As a smaller setting we envisage we will always be able to staff the school, however 

should we be unable to fully staff the school, we may have to have a partial closure, 

in these circumstances KS4 will be the priority.  

Full closure of the school will only happen under the instruction from the local or 

national Government.  We are making plans for all Year groups to have work sent 

home in hard copy, there will also be a number of online resources that will be shared 

including log-in details.  Year 11 also have their extensive raising achievement packs 

from parents’ evening.  

 



Safeguarding 

Orchardside is committed to the safeguarding of our students.  Even when the school 

is closed we will make regular checks on our most vulnerable students. 

Government Information 

Link to ‘COVID-19: Guidance for Educational Settings’ 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-

about-covid-19/guidance-toeducational-settings-about-covid-19 

 

Should the school close we recommend that students stay indoors and should not be 

going out socialising with friends or extended family members.  Closing schools is a 

preventative measure and means we are isolated until the Government gives us 

further direction.  Once given the direction to close the school we will be in touch. 

 

We appreciate that this is a very stressful time for adults and children, so please 

contact us if you wish to discuss any worries you may have.  Also please monitor the 

school’s website, check your emails and phone messages regularly for updates. 

 

Even during a school closure, we will be checking and responding to emails and 

updating our website, if you need to contact the school please do so on 

office@orchardside.school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ms Celeste Fay  

Headteacher   

DfE Helpline for schools 

 

Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
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