
 

ORCHARDSIDE SCHOOL 
230 Bullsmoor Lane, Enfield, EN1 4RL 

Tel: 0208 353 4270 

Email: office@orchardside.school 

CF/AT          4th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 

Happy new year! I hope you have all managed to have a restful Christmas break. We are 
working to make Orchardside as safe as possible. You may be aware of the Government’s 
plans for a mass COVID-19 testing programme for schools, which is due to begin in January 
when staff and students return.    
  
Therefore, from week commencing Monday 4th January 2021, Orchardside will begin testing 
all staff and students who wish to participate, using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as 
‘lateral flow tests’.   
  
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students 
to remain in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no 
symptoms at all. Therefore, by carrying out testing, we will help to stop the virus spread and 
help to keep our school community open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but we 
would very much encourage everyone to take it. If you are happy for your child to be tested, we 
will be doing home visits on 5th and 6th to gain written consent.   
  
Each student will be given a time slot for initial testing which you will receive confirmation of 
via text message over the next two days. Tests will be performed free of charge by 
trained Orchardside staff and will consist of a quick and simple swab of students’ nose and 
throat. Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared directly with staff 
and pupils participating. Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also 
be informed.   
  
We know these tests work - in validation studies conducted by Oxford University and Public 
Health England, they were shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test 
(99.68% specificity). The tests have lower sensitivity, but they are better at picking up cases 
when a person has higher viral load, hence the need to test frequently. We will support our 
staff and students throughout, but please contact us if you need this information in any other 
language or format or if you have any questions. You can contact us on 0208 353 4270 or 
email office@orcharside.school with any concerns.    
  
Whilst writing, I would like to confirm the arrangements for the start of the new term. You will 
be aware that London is in Tier 4 with cases rising, and as a result, the start of term being 
delayed for schools. However, the guidance is clear that provision must continue for children 
of ‘key workers’ and vulnerable pupils, including those with an Early Health Care Plan 
(EHCP).   
  
Having reviewed the Government guidance and considered the safety and welfare of staff and 
pupils, our plan for week beginning Monday 4th January 2021 is as follows: 
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Monday 4th January   Closed to student’s for staff INSET  
Tuesday 5th January   Open for Keyworker and vulnerable students – online learning 

for all others  
Wednesday 6th January  Open for Keyworker and vulnerable students – online learning 

for all others  
Thursday 7th January   Open for Keyworker and vulnerable students online learning for 

all others. Year 11 testing begins – once a student has tested 
negative, they remain on site for normal lessons  

Friday 8th January   Open for Keyworker and vulnerable students online learning for 
all others. Year 10 & 9 testing begins – once a student has 
tested negative, they remain on site for normal lessons  

Monday 11th January   School open to all students   
  
The school has received its first delivery of test kits and PPE. So as of Monday, 4th January 
we are on schedule to meet the above plan.    
  
As mentioned before, students will be given time slots for testing and we would ask that you 
get your child to be on time for this, any positive cases, parents will be contacted, and students 
will be given a home testing kit. There will also be strict entry procedures on arrival which will 
be sign posted and explained to individuals as they come to school.  
  
Online learning will be via ‘Google Classroom’ for all students not on site. If you have any 
problems accessing Google classroom, please ensure you contact the school and let 
someone in the office know and we can see what we can do to help. A copy of your child’s 
timetable will be delivered to you tomorrow with a copy of this letter and copies of the other 
attachments listed below.  Please ensure your child logs on and behaves appropriately.   
  
Attached to this letter are three very important documents, please ensure you read them 
carefully and complete any attached paperwork.   
  
1. NHS standard Test and Trace Consent Form (which we will collect and deliver in person 
tomorrow)  
2. Registration form for testing   
3. Instruction leaflet ‘How to do your test’ for your information  
  
I appreciate that this is a huge amount of information to take in.  As always, we will do our best 
to support our community in anyway, we can. Students are still asked to wear face coverings 
in common areas, keep a 2 m distance and have good hand hygiene.  We appreciate your 
support during these challenging times, and we look forward to working with you during the 
New Year.  
  
Yours faithfully,  
  

  
Celeste Fay   
Headteacher  
  
  
   


